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Men are by nature altruistic as well as egoistic, but altruism
is more characteristic than egoism. We tire of thinking, but
never of loving. Society has resulted from the natural inclina-
tion to associate, not from any reasoned choice. It is to the
effects of this association that human character is due. To
think of man by himself is to think of an abstraction: the
community alone is real. That which moves men to action is
emotion and feeling. It is the heart that rules. The intellect
is a necessary but dangerous servant of the heart. It tells us
what we can achieve, but if we attempt to make use of it
to reach absolute truth we become the victims of its delusive
authority. It inevitably weakens the instinctive solidarity built
up by the heart. It is only capable of a 'subjective synthesis3;
this means that it can only relate phenomena together by the
principle of their interest to humanity. The permanent or
universal element is not 'being' as in realism, nor 'the concrete
whole of mind unifying matter9 as in idealism: it is Humanity.
This Universal is not absolute but relative, but it combines
certainty with relativity, since it does not depend on any ficti-
tious absolute to be shattered by the first critical philosopher.
The organization of society must fit in with these truths. Poli-
tics should be the servant of this social heart. Comte always
admired the Catholic system as he understood it. In it the
spring of action is spiritual faith kept alive by the preachings
of the priesthood. Unfortunately the grounds of that faith have,
he claimed, disappeared; the keeping of the new social faith
must be entrusted to a new priesthood which will preach the
good of Humanity instead of the love of God. For this purpose,
it will make great use of the working classes, the plain men and
women. Thus a constant undertone of solid affection and altru-
istic feeling will -bind the parts together and enable social action
to be fruitful. Just as 'charity covers a multitude of sins', so this
new social charity will burn away those intellectual puzzles
which are typical of the metaphysical stage. The relations
between different States, between people and government,
questions of rights and sovereignty, will lose their dangerous
sharpness. The intellect will be free to occupy itself with